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Wcstovcr C l ~ u r c l ~  l i e s  a ,  l i t t l e  south  of Route 5 ,  about  4 mi les  e a s t  of 
tllc junc t ion  of  l<ooul-e 5 and Route 156, i n  a  grove of t r e e s  above Herring 
Creek, a branch of  tlic nearby James, and i s  approached by a  l a n e  through 
f i e l d s .  'The r ec t angu la r  b r i c k  church measures 60 '  6 "  X 28'  on the  i n t c r i o , r  
and i s  l a i d  i n  bond w i t h  glazed headers  above the  bevel led  water  
t a b l e .  The use of g l az ing  i s  l e s s  r e g u l a r  i n  t h e  f r o n t  gable  than i n  t h e  
body of the bu i ld ing .  Engl i sh  bond i s  employed below t h e  water  t a b l e ,  and 
queen c l o s e r s  mark t h e  jambs and the co rne r s .  Yellowish rubbed b r i c k  i 

I 
s11g:;csts quoins a t  the  four  co rne r s  of t h e  bu i ld ing ,  a n d  t h e  .same type bricM 
nxlrlis the  jan~bs of  the  four  windows on the  no r th  s i d e  and the  t h r e e  windows 
f a r t l i e s t  from tiif chancel  on the  south.  The jambs of  t h e  south  window 

! 
n e a r e s t  tlic cliancel,  o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  sou th  doorway, were rep laced  when t h e  
doorway was a l t e r e d  i n t o  a  window. The rounded a rches  l a i d  i n  a  double 1 
course of  rowlocks above the  n o r t h  and south  windows r ep lace  what were i 
probably o r i g i n a l l y  segiriental a r ches .  The g a l l e r y  window i n  t h e  wes t end 1 

i wit11 a rounded a r c h  of rubbed b r i c k  i n  f u l l s  and double ha lves  i s  a modern 
replacement,  a s  i s  t h e  west doorway w i t h  i t s  segmental arched pediment, 
s e m i - c i r c u l a r  arched opening, tympanum wi th  glazed headers  and shal low 
p i l a s t e r s  of  rubbed b r i c k .  The e a s t  end has been g r e a t l y  a l t e r e d ,  and the  
p resen t  door ,  windows and surrounding a r e a s  a r e  pos t - co lon ia l .  The s i d e  
wa l l s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  i n  good cond i t ion .  The p resen t  c l ipped  gable  wooden 
sl i ingle roof wi th  the  k i ck  and t h e  modillioned c o r n i c e  a r e  a  r ecen t  r e s t o r a -  

I 
I t i o n  by Orin M. Bullock, Jr., of  Baltimore, a l though t h e  roof t r u s s e s  a r e  I 

o r i g i n a l .  This  roof r ep laces  a  roof  wi th  deep eaves a n d I t a l i a n a t e  brackets1 
d a t i n g  from 1867. 

The p resen t  i n t e r i o r  of the  cliurch bears  l i t t l e  resemblance t o  the  I 
c o l o n i a l  i n t e r i o r .  The west g a l l e r y  and t h e  v e s t r y  i n  t h e  e a s t  were added , 
i n  1867. A t  t h e  same time, t h e  f l o o r  was r a i s e d  from i t s  o r i g i n a l  l e v e l ,  
s o  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  now s e v e r a l  s t e p s  under t h e  g a l l e r y .  Furthermore, i n  
1970, M r .  nul lock replaced  t h e  l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  tongue and groove 
c e i l i n g  w i t h  a  segmental ly arched p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g .  . . 

Westover Church owns s e v e r a l  f i n e  p i eces  of  s i l v e r  i nc lud ing  a  paten,  
c h a l i c e  and cover  made i n  London i n  1694-95 and donated by Sarah Braine,  
and s c h a l i c e  and pa ten  made i n  London i n  1731-32, which was p o s s i b l y  made 
by George Jones.  

G.H. I 1 
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Westover Church i s  important  n o t  only  f o r  i t s  numerous h i s t o r i c a l l  

a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  bu t  because i t  is a n  e x c e l l e n t  example of  the  r e c t i l i n e a r  j 
for111 o i  c o l o n i a l  V i rg in i a  church a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The p i c tu resque ly  s i t e d  

I bu i ld ing  has long been a  f a m i l i a r  landnark a long V i r g i n i a ' s  h i s t o r i c  I lioute 5 .  
The P a r i s h  of  Westover i s  one of  the  o l d e s t  i n  the  count ry ,  

I being recognized i n  c o l o n i a l  records  a s  e a r l y  a s  1625. No church building1 
I .  1s lcnown t o  have e x i s t e d  a t  t h i s  t ime, however. The p a r i s h  o r i g i n a l l y  ' included land on both s i d e s  of  the  James River,  bu t  t h e  boundaries were i a l t e r e d  s e v e r a l  t imes.  The land a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  was l o s t  i n  the  e a r l y  1 

1 7 2 0 1 s ,  and t h e  boundaries  became coterminous w i t h  t h o s e . o f  Charles  C i t y  / 
County i n  1725. Tl~e name of  the  p a r i s h ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h a t  of  t h e  famous 1 
nearby Westover P l a n t a t i o n ,  came from the  West family which was granted the1 
West Hundred. 1 

The f i r s t  church of  Westover P a r i s h  s tood a  few hundred yards 
from t h e  o r i g i n a l  Westover p l a n t a t i o n  house, up r i v e r  from t h e  p resen t  
church.  This f i r s t  church ' s  s t i l l  remaining churchyard c o n t a i n s ,  among 
o t h e r s ,  a  tombstone w i t h  the  d a t e  1637 (now o b l i t e r a t e d ) ,  s a i d  t o  be the  
o l d e s t  e x i s t i n g  s t o n e  i n  Vi rg in i a .  The p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g  was cons t ruc ted  , 

/ i n  1731. The church was abandoned f o r  n e a r l y  30 yea r s  a f t e r  1805 a s  a  1 
r e s u l t  of  the  Dises tab l i shment ,  du r ing  which time i t  o f t e n  served a s  a  barn 
I t  i s  a l s o  s a i d  t o  have been used a s  a s t a b l e  by Federa l  Troops dur ing  t h e  j 
War Between t h e  S t a t e s .  i 

The church has undergone s e v e r a l  renovat ions  beginning i n  1867 . 1 
when most o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  and poss ib ly  tile roof were rep laced .  Tne l a t e s t !  

I ' r e s t o r a t i o n  was undertaken by Orin M. Bullock, Jr., of B a i t i n o r e  and i 
involved the  replacement of t h e  roo f ,  co rn ice  and segmental ly arched c e i l i n ? .  
Tl~e west  moulded b r i c k  doorway and g a l l e r y  window had been r e s t o r e d  i n  I 
1956. 

P r e s i d e n t s  William Henry t la r r i son  and Benjamin Harr ison of  
Berkeley, and John Tyler  of Sherwood Fores t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  
such well-known nearby p l a n t a t i o n s  as Westover, S h i r l e y  and Be l l e  A i r  have 

/ worshipped i n  Westover Church. 
I I 
1 l 

G.H. i I 
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